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Would intoning name of God assure“ 


success? Will saying prayers before com- 
mencing meetings lead to better results? 

These questions arose in the minds of 
members of the Managers of Endow- 
ment Fund Committee of the AMAA 
when the practice of a corporation was 
reported to the membership by Dr. 
John Keuhnelian, a urological surgeon. 
More on that later. 

The question of the success of the 
godly and the failure of the ungodly is 
lifted up strongly in the Book of Psalms. 
In Psalm one we read: 

“Blessed is the man that walketh not 
in the counsel of the ungodly. . .But his 
delight is in the law of the Lord. . .He 
shall be like a tree planted by the rivers 
of water. . .whatsoever he doeth shall 
prosper. The ungodly are not so. . .The 
way of the ungodly shall perish.” 

“If so,” retorts the intellectual, “why 
do evil men succeed — get rich, achieve 
positions of importance, and are even 
honored because of their power?” 

Let’s return to the story of the corpor- 
ation in question. The name is Service- 
Master Industries, Inc. Is the second 
portion of the first name, Master, a ref- 
erence to Jesus? I don’t know, but the 
service company appears to reflect a 
desire to behave in Christlike ways. At 
the shareholders’ meeting on May 6, 
1983, the first order of business was the 
reading of the following Scripture from 
Roman 12 followed by prayer: 


“We have a different work to do. So, 
we belong to each other, and each 
needs all the others. God has given 
each of us the ability to do certain 
things well. . .If your gift is that of 
serving others, serve them well. . .If 
God has given you administrative 
ability and put you in charge of the 
work of others, take the responsibility 
seriously. Those who offer comfort to 


the sorrowing should do so with Chris- 
tian cheer. Don’t just pretend that you 
love others: really love them. Hate 
what is wrong. Stand on the side of 
the good. Love each other. . .and 
take delight in honoring each other. 
Never be lazy in your work but serve 
the Lord enthusiastically. Be glad for 
all God is planning for you. 

“Let us pray. Our Father in heaven, 
giver of all good and perfect gifts, we 
thank you for the joy of life lived un- 
der your authority. Today we acknowl- 
edge that you are the One who has 
provided this business for us — for those 
of us who work in it, who invest in it, 
who are served by it, and who sell to 
it. We thank you for it. We pray today 
for those who are serving the schools, 
the offices, the industrial plants, the 
hospitals, those who represent us and 
who are unable to be here. We ask 
that you will make this a special day 
in their lives as they serve others in 
your name. We pray for guidance for 
our chairman and president as they 
speak to us and lead us. We ask this 
in Jesus’ name. Amen.” 


There is more. ServiceMaster operates 
on the following objectives: 


—TO HONOR GOD IN ALL WE DO 
— TO HELP PEOPLE DEVELOP 

— TO PURSUE EXCELLENCE 

— TO GROW PROFITABLY 


We don’t believe God so strictly ordain- 
ed that the good man will grow rich and 
the bad man poor, for he sends his sun- 
shine upon the evil ones as well. Com- 
panies which do not open their share- 
holder meetings with prayexs may suc- 
ceed and they do. They do their busi- 
ness— homework well; they manage 
things knowledgeably; they pursue 
sound fiscal policies. 

ServiceMaster has done very well. 
The shares of the company have split 
several times and an all-round success 
has been achieved. But is it because of 
prayer said at the annual meeting? This 
must be said strongly: God honors and 
will honor his word to bless those who 
are one in Him, But only if they are 
genuine in their faith, not counterfeits! 
Prayer alone won't do. Life will. 

That is the mystery of God's blessings. 
When we are the real thing, not fakes or 
phonies, certain attitudes and charac- 


— G.H. Chopourian 


teristics are developed which are the 
result of inspiration received through 
regular nurture received from God’s 
Word. Sincerity, faithfulness, honesty, 
conscientiousness, dutifulness, sense of 
responsibility, servanthood,  industri- 
ousness, enthusiasm are basic attitudes 
that are nurtured by obedience to scrip- 
tural counsel. Read Romans 12 again 
and you'll understand what we mean. 

To paraphrase the Reformer Theolo- 
gian Calvin’s thought, “Even the mean- 
est work may provide contentment if it 
is done with the consciousness that it is 
done for God.” 

It is really a refreshing notion that 
ServiceMaster Industries, Inc. intone 
the name of God, read Scripture and 
pray at the annual meetings. But, it is 
not because they name the name of 
God that they succeed. In other words, 
fiscal knowledge, business techniques, 
administrative abilities, proper manage- 
ment are absolute necessities for the 
success of any corporation or agency. 
But, when Christian attributes are added 
to those requirements, a plus dimen- 
sion is added which certainly makes the 
difference. Pray hard, but be prepared 
in techniques; but more importantly in 
Christian attitudes. 


PLEASE BE KIND AND 
BRAVE. PROVIDE YOUR 
ADDRESS WHEN YOU 


WRITE 

The AMAA office occasionally receives 
anonymous letters containing sugges- 
tions, advice and disapproval of some 
phase of the NEWS. 

The staff obtains the feeling these 
anonymous writers do not wish to be on 
AMAA’s mailing list. If such persons 
would give their names and addresses, 
we would be able to comply with their, 
wishes. 


PLEASE 


If you receive more than one copy of 
this mailing, please remember that it is 
less expensive to have an occasional 
duplication than to cross-check all lists. 
If duplication is repeated, please return 


one of the pieces marked “duplicate.” 
—E—— sl 


HAIGAZIAN COLLEGE IS DEDICATED TO THE 
SERVICE OF GOD AND MAN 


Commencement Address by Dr. Verne H. Fletcher 


Editor’s Note: In these last years, due 
to the civil war in Lebanon, it was fre- 
quently impossible for Haigazian College 
to hold formal commencement exer- 
cises. We are grateful, however, that 
this year, the Commencement Service 
of Haigazian College was held as plan- 
ned, on Saturday, July 2, 1983, with 
Dr. Verne H. Fletcher, the newly ap- 
Pointed president of the College, deliver- 
ing the commencement address. After 
extending his greetings to the honored 
guests, the graduating class and others 
in attendance, Dr. Fletcher delivered 
the following thought-provoking and 
timely address. 


I should like to propose for your re- 
flecion this afternoon a proposition or 
Perhaps we should call it a theorem, 
Which is this: 

Haigazian College is dedicated to the 
Service of God —and to the service of 
Man; 

It is dedicated to the service of man 
because it is dedicated to the service of 
God; 

Conclusion: God then must be on man 
Side; he must be for man. 


’S 


Now if you have done some renee 
in the history of religions you will wes 
diately recognize that a God thus char 


humankind — is somewhat of an oddity 
in the pantheon of gods. With the ex- 
ception of the monotheistic religions, 
the divine has never been conceived of 
as unambiguously pro-human. On the 
contrary, the gods were often blatantly 
anti-human. 

When one of the Greek divinities, 
Prometheus by name, took an interest 
in the welfare of man and stole fire from 
heaven for man’s use, Zeus, king of the 
gods, became insanely angry and had 
Prometheus bound to a rock on a Cau- 
casian peak, there to be in perpetual 
torment while, at the same time, he 
vowed to destroy the existing race of 
When not frankly hostile to man, the 
gods were usually indifferent, so ab- 
sorbed were they in their own—one 
must say dubious — affairs they couldn't 
be bothered with mankind. Out of self- 
respect some of the deepest thinkers 
among the ancients were driven to 
atheism. Such was the Roman philoso- 
pher, Lucretius, who argued that, since 
the gods were vindictive, capricious 
and, by human standards, downright 
immoral, the only way for a man to live 
a decent and meaningful life was to 


deny the gods. 
rth consequently with considerable 


” 
surprise that one discovers a “humane 
god, i.e. a god on man’s side. For ex- 
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Verne H. Fletcher 


ample, in the Bible, God is understood 
as one who takes particular delight in 
the creation of human beings, in his 
evolution and history, to such an extent 
that he develops a way of communicat- 
ing with man, cares for him, disciplines 
him when he goes astray, and is filled 
with joy when he returns to the right 
path. 

Likewise, in the Quran, God guides 
man upon the way, guards him from 
the evil of the day and never forgets the 
creature he made like a potter fashion- 
ing a vessel from clay (55:14; 76:4,12). 
Listen to the extraordinary words of 
Surah 76: Hath there come upon man 


The Qnspirational (loaner 
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GOD OR MONEY? 


by Miss Monique Bogosian 
Mass. on the occasion °. 


Group of the First Armenian Church. 


I have a questio 

. if everyone of shih 
fle ticket to win something, 
ning ticket was going to be ae tes 
at 11:00 a.m., and you thoug ae 
had a good chance of winning, ae 
many of you would be here in ¢ a 
today? Ifs a question to consider s 


ously. I would say that if we were to 
take a state-wide poll, we would find 
that many of the population would be 
sitting down waiting for their number to 
be drawn. . . But, I guess you could say 
that this is quite typical of our lifestyle 
today. Everything we do is centered 
around money. Today it is difficult for 
Christians to follow their faith because 
our society is so money-driven. Don't be 
too impressed with the wealth of another 
person, because when he dies, he will 
be unable to take his wealth with him 
and his money will no jg A 
any good. Be impresg 
wealth that comes frq 


prayer, and from faith in Jesus Christ. 
Such wealth is far more enduring than 
the wealth that comes from the worship 
of money. 
Today many people are worshiping 
the god-of-money much more than the 
God and Father of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. People are beginning to 
lose faith in our God because He may 
not give them everything they want. 
Consequently, they change their wor- 
ship to the god-of-money, hoping that 
this god will fulfill their needs. . . 
Next time you have a decision to 
ke between God and money, think 

sus and let your faith make the 
ecision for you. 


990 E-Ra 


ever any period of time in which he was 
a thing unremenbered? (76:1 — Pick- 
thall). God remembers man! 

And if God is indeed for man, then 
man, in striving to develop himself, his 
knowledge and his society need not be, 
as was Lucretius, against God. 


II. There is already contained in this 
first proposition a second one; namely, 
that this God who is for man gives man 
a future. 
=. ae 
(<4 ° 

I say this to our graduates: it 


is God alone who Gives you a 
real future.” 


I think we especially need to hear this 
~in these days when our hopes have 
been —and are they not still? — perpet- 
ually mixed with discouragements. I say 
this to Our graduates: it is God alone 
who gives you a real future. It is quite 
natural, of course, that you should be 
concerned with establishing a future for 
yourself: a diploma, and a job, salary, 

Promotions, Possessions and whatever 
Security these may bring —if all goes 
well. But even if “all goes well” our best 
efforts can scarcely guarantee “the 
future.” Even civilizations — whether 
Pharaonic, Phoenician, Hellenistic and I 
Spare you the long list- are mortal. 

ere is no future in them. Only if the 
future is built in to ultimate reality 
may we realistically take hope for the 
future. 

Now religious committment has often 
been understood as the negation of 
the future. Religion bound man to a 
Past, unchangeable and Static, fixed for 
all time. Religion was the bulwark of the 
Status quo, restraining freedom, curtail- 
Ng creativity. This view of religion is 
epitomized jn Aeschylus’ play, “Pro- 
metheus Bound”: where it is said, “No 
One is free but Zeus alone.” 

Against such a view, Friedrich Nietz- 
sche Proclaimed what he called the 
Greatest recent event,” namely, the 


death of God. In The Gay Science, he 
wrote: 


“We feel as if a new dawn were shining 
on us when we receive the tidings 
that ‘the old god is dead’; our heart 
overflows with gratitude, amazement, 
anticipation, expectation. At last the 
horizon appears free again. . . At last 
our ships May venture out again... . 
all the daring of the lover of knowl- 
edge is permitted again: the sea, our 


sea lies open before us.” (Prti.; 
p. 448) 


future lies open? — well, that takes a lot 
of believing. One is reminded of the fear 
of the ancients lest their ships should 
venture out too far into the unknown 
and fall off the edge of the world. 
What of the future? On what — pre- 
cisely — did Nietzsche base his optimism? 
Go back to the Greeks — way back to 
the 8th century before our era—to the 
epic poem of the great mythologist 
Hesiod, according to whom: In the be- 
ginning was chaos, empty space. Then 
appeared the Earth and the Sky. Later 
came the birth of the gods and way 
down the line, a rather minor divinity 
whom we have already met —Prome- 
theus— having made man from clay 
tries to secure man’s happiness with the 
gift of fire, while the tyrant Zeus con- 
ceives a great hatred for man but is soon 
drawn back to his real passion: the inter- 
necine quarrels among the gods. 

What of the future? Obviously, for 
Hesiod the future belongs to chaos. For 
the end is already in the beginning. 

Compare with that the first four words 
of the Bible: In the biginning God — This 
is obviously a statement about origins 
but—even more -— about destinies — For, 
if God started out well and then pro- 
gressively lost control as time went on 
then indeed there would be something 
more ultimate— more re-source-ful — 
than God, whether we call it fate or 
chaos or nothingness or meaningless- 
ness. For in the source the goal is already 
contained. Our future can be guaranteed 
only if the future is built in to ultimate 
reality. 

‘In T.S. Eliot's verse play, The 
Cocktail Party (P. 359) Celia, in 
desperation at the chaotic condition of 
her life, seeks help from a psychiatrist 
and begins her meeting with him with 
these words: 


“_. . .first I must tell you 

That I should really like to think there is 
someting wrong with me. 

Because, if there isn’t, then there is 
something wrong... . 

With the world itself —and that’s much 
more frightening. 

That would be terrible. So I'd rather 
believe 

There is something wrong with me, that 
could be put right. 


If the wrong were located at the heart 
of ultimate reality there would be no use 
in hoping. But God who is our beginning 
is also our future. 


III. Finally, one last point: 
This God who is for man and who 
gives man a future, at the same time 


A 


calls man to responsible action. We are 
challenged to make decisions, to shoul- 
der our responsibilities, to transform this 
earth into a place fit for human habita- 
tion. 

According to the Promethean myth, 
the fire — which in Aeschylus becomes 
the symbol of civilization itself —has to 
be stolen from heaven in defiance of 
God. In the biblical version, all good 
things are given to man. 


Adam is told: Till the earth and sub- 
due it, 

Have dominion over the fish of the sea 

and over the birds of the air 

and over every living thing. 

Name the animals and tend the garden. 


“Man is a steward, khalifah, a 
deputy — responsible for that 
which is not essentially his 
own; but entrusted, neverthe- 
less, with the goods of this 
earth whether material or 
social, and accountable for 
what he does with them.” 


All this is a gift for which, nonethe- 
less, we are held accountable. 

This is basic to the concept of the 
human being in both the Bible and the 
Qu’ran. Man is a steward, khalifah, a 
deputy — responsible for that which is 
not essentially his own; but entrusted, 
nevertheless, with the goods of this earth 
whether material or social, and account- 
able for what he does with them. 

And now our time has come; it is our 
turn — for creative effort and hard work, 
for developing the arts and the sciences, 
for combatting untruth, injustice and 
inhumanity, for ordering our individual 
lives and efforts in such ways that our 
personal histories may contribute posi- 
tively to corporate history, to the wel- 
fare of others and of society. 

To us is given the responsibility of car- 
ing for this earth, of transforming and 
humanizing society, of exercising the 
gifts of freedom and creativity according 
to our several abilities, and with integrity 
and fortitude. 

Dear Graduates, as you go forth from 
this college, may it be given you to be- 
lieve that the universe is on the side of 
truth, justice and fraternity, that the 
future is not for the selfish, the inhu- 
mane, or the arrogant, and may this 
vision be turned into a measure of reality 
through the effort of heart and mind 
which you are called upon to make. 


“MY DESTINY WAS 
CHANGED” 


Editors Note: This 
testimony was given 
by Mr. Yeghishe Ha- 
jakian of Oradell, NJ, 
a graduate of Hai- 
gazian College (class 
of 65), at a Banquet 
honoring the Rev. 
Dr. John Markarian, 
the former president 
of Haigazian College. 
In his testimony, Mr. 
Hajakian not only 
pays a befitting hom- 
age to his “most fa- 
ssor,” but also presents 
College which has had 


Yeghishe Hajakian 


vorite and beloved philosophy profe 
an impassioned tribute to Haigazian 
a providential impact on his life and outlook. 


To be a student in his classes was not the best treat! 

His grades were low! ; 

Blin graduation in 1965 we had written to ag} = 
eral times and, for years, I had cherished his eee 
coveted prize and I had kept them with so moe sare 
and care. And, when! met him two years ago at Baye 
ian College 25th Anniversary Baaqiel, Faces site 
had kept any of my letters that were care u Mies 
His answer was, “Oh, did we write to ay ue Nie 

I mean, how can you condone this man for 


bie i on many 

On that gloomy day in 1961, noving sla patie 3 
doors for higher education, expmuet a ford $300.00 
feeling demoralized and useless — I or He ere lece aa 
for a whole year’s tuition —I went to me 
met this man and my destiny was hangs a. abi apoeBle 

New Horizons furled open ™ es sible through Haigaz- 
dream of higher education became Et ARGUE Sith Dr. 
ian College whose name has been a ae pine. caviedll) 
Markarian. Dr. Markarian will always ae philosophy 
in my aspirations to the Summum 


; ith my 
; experiences wi 
terms that reminisce within me warm eXP 


; hy professor. 
most favorite and beloved ae Pevolt” against religion, at 


i to 
Coming from a backgroun cked that he was able 
first | wondered and I was ever’ ore ee How could any- 


i i ith religiou 
both ms ee ane understand Das Kapital and Jean 
ody in hi 


ist as his 
. d have Jesus Chris 
ill believe in God an delved 
— sey ; ch a contention that ae ee pealne 
nani i to Knowledge and the Pe widened ad 
Truih, the gee between you and eonwer 
ruth, 
infinitum. ; 
Now this man became an incom ; 
for me for years. dedicated to his mission 0 
always de : 
But, here he poo with 86 much patience and love 
helping his fellowmen, oc and destruction. 


through good days and days of hav Christ of Nazareth, could 


‘ f his, this Jesus : 
i babe cee <a with endless energy to face the enor 
In 


& f troubles,” Shakespeare 

i i to face “the sea 0 arn 

een ren let all those hypoes or ae = oo 
philosophical truths step aside and let Jesus 


only truth and the only way of life. 


prehensible phenomenon 


HAIGAZIAN COLLEGE 


CAR-BOMB EXPLOSION DAMAGES 
AMOUNT TO $150,000 
RELIEF NEEDED URGENTLY 


“The damage to people related to the College,” es 
the former President of Haigazian College, Dr. oe n J. 
Markarian, “was significantly greater than at any ine uring 
the entire period of the war.” The damage pan to ee 
caused by the car-bomb explosion near the ae eg vine 
shook up and slightly wounded members of the Boar a 
Managers of the College who were meeting a ane 
deal with the administrative and academic needs of the 
ne Markarian continued to explain: “One student was 
killed. As many as thirty peor ee ee sae a 
ficially, but two quite serious'y and the ae ner 

is an Armenian girl, Viki Ou 

es nee eee almost lost her right hand. Dr. Yer- 
ie K ae and Raymond Merhige arranged payment 
ote aan College to place her in AUB Hospital rather 
a atk w treatment at the Emergency Section where she 
eet . ely have lost her hand. As it is the hand has been 
aie ee ie College has paid 32: 900 LL thus far for her 
nae it aaa medical bills. She is going to need further 
nee to get her hand back into usable shape. 
et ain to Dr. Markarian, who spent several weeks in 

sae Towin the car-bomb explosion, the second serious 
ae, ; if one of the Kurdish cleaning women. “Fatmi 
ae Be Nitin wrote, “had a fractured skull the ef- 
Ma nae left her with enough disability to preclude fur- 
ects 


ther work.” 
The damage tot 
the Mugar Building. 


he buildings was extensive, but mostly to 
All window glasses a meat) 
ll false plaster fell on the floors an 
ae we Pe eases with aie workers getting caught 
trek ath them. “Material damage to the buildings,” Dr. 
Mz fee writes, “was also considerable. The estimates 
varied from $75,00 to $150,000. TRE Re oil 
Here is an opportunity to assist the College to stan os 
e again — A College which has been serving all Ar- 
a oe outh by educating and preparing them for a more 
enian and productive life, as well as for leadership roles 
i orld. 
- ae te donseen form below to send in your con- 
tribution which will help ensure that the service of the Col- 
lege will not discontinue nor the education of any Armenian 
youth at the college cut because of lack of funds. 


Mail this coupon Today 
Conscious of the great service that Haigazian College has 
been rendering to our youth, and now that it needs my help 
so that it can continue its service, | am happy to enclose my 
check in the amount of $ 


Nane_ 


Address___$_$_$__$_$_ <_< <_< — 


a a 
City State Zip 


Mail your tax deductible check to: 
AMAA, 140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, NJ 07652. 


BENEFACTORS JOHN H. AND 
VICTORIA SHEEN 


John H. Sheen and deceased wife, Victoria 


John H. and Victoria Sheen, residents 
of Altadena, California, are unusually 
charitable people and have made some 
very beneficial arrangements for the 
welfare of Christian institutions and for 
People in need of care and education. 

' i Sheens have consistently refused 
© have the AMAA reveal publicly the 
extensive benevolent arrangements 
they have made. But, recently, the Ex- 
ecutive Director of the AMAA was able 
to convince Mr. John Sheen to let him 
write a story, wherein some reflections 
od also be made about his beloved 
oe oo who died on February 
; The Sheens are believing Christians. 
n fact, they were both looking forward 
to the “Rapture” at Christ’s return who 
would take with Him all who had been 
saved in His blood. Victoria herself was 
@ very sweet and loving creature as well 
as a caring and devoted wife, complete- 
ly committed to making John happy 
and content to enable him to engage in 
his profession successfully. John himself 
was a great furniture manufacturer, 
having manufactured pulpits and pews 
for dozens of Christian Churches during 
his active working years. He has been 
retired for many years and spends his 
time these days beautifying his garden. 
Victoria, who began to feel weak some 
two years ago, knew of the tragedy that 
had hit her but she bravely faced the 
bad news of her imminent departure 
from her beloved husband stating that 
she was ready to commit herself to 
God's will. 

After having provided adequately for 
members of their families, the couple 
decided to help many charitable causes 
and to that end established several trusts. 


A. First, the couple established the 
Sheen Family Trust into which they 
placed $140,000 and provided that the 
annual income of the Fund would be 
used for child education, evangelism, 
relief, and mission. 

B. On the heels of the first arrange- 
ment, John and Victoria established a 
Charitable Uni-Trust pursuant to which 
they transferred to the AMAA valuable 
property they owned in Pasadena. The 
income from the rental of the property 
will revert to the Sheens during their 
lifetime and upon their demise the 
Board of Directors will be entitled to 
place the value of the Uni-Trust into the 
Sheen Family Fund. Income from the 
Uni-Trust will be distributed, at the dis- 
cretion of the Board of Directors, to 
churches, schools, and _ institutions 
which the Sheens have listed with re- 
commended ratios of distribution. 

C. The.Sheens have also established 
living Trusts, one in the value of 
$20,000 to help a close relative with the 
annual income, and the other in the 
amount of $60,000 with the income 
reverting to John Sheen during his life- 
time, to two relatives at John’s demise, 
and for placement of the principal into 
the Sheen Family Fund upon their 
demise. 

D. The Sheens have also agreed to 
provide $700,000 to the Sahag Mesrob 
Christian School of Pasadena to enable 
the recently established growing school 
to relocate in a new campus, with the 
principal finally accruing to the Sheen 
Family Fund at market value in the 
event the school is discontinued. 

We have no doubt that the Lord 
blessed John Sheen because of his 
honest and fair dealings with people, 


-_ 


ARAM ZIPPER 
ESTABLISHES 
LIVING TRUST 


— G.H. Chopourian 


Mr. Aram Zipper Mooshovian is a 
captivating man and a practical Chris- 
tian. At his well-advanced age he con- 
tinues to be creative and most inter- 
esting. 

I received a message from the Rever- 
end Bernard Guekguezian that Aram 
Zipper Mooshovian, known also as 
M.H. Aram, but more prominently as 
Mr. Zipper, wanted to see me. Conse- 
quently, I included in my itinerary a 
June 15 stop in Fresno to see Mr. Zip- 
per. A group of children came up to the 
door, chanting “Uncle Aram.” “What's 
the password”? he questioned them. 
With one voice, they responded: “Izkan- 
tcheli.” Aram singlehandedly has taught 
that Armenian word to hundreds, par- 
ticularly to members of clubs he belongs 
to. 

I have a 58-page typed document 
before me, signed by Aram and Mr. 
Sam A. Suhler who had interviewed 
Aram on radio on behalf of the Oral His- 
tory Program of the Fresno County Libra- 
ry. As guest of the Oral History Program 
Aram answered extensively the hundreds 
of questions put to him. His answers re- 
vealed he was born on March 15, 1895 
in Harpoot. That makes him 88 years 
young and healthy. Dozens of anec- 
dotes, such as the interesting story of his 
training at various jobs, his quick grasp 
of the Morse System in the Signal Corps 
and his participation in the fund-raising 
for and construction of the Armenian 
Old Age Home came into focus. He 
signed the transcript of the interview for 
the benefit of the public in these words: 
“By my signature, affixed below, I give 
my approval to this script as it now 
reads, for use by researchers at the Fres- 
no County Free Library.” 

Just for flavor, here’s a paragraph in 
answer to questions by Mr. Suhler, the 
interviewer, about his training as a tailor 
and his desire to sign up as a U.S. 
soldier: 


and we are equally convinced that God 
will bless the fruits of his and his de- 
parted wife’s labors to the glory of God 
and the service of human beings. 

The Executive Director joins the 
Board of Directors to extend sincere 
sympathies to the Sheen families on the 
passing away of their wife and mother. 


Aram (Zipper) Mooshovian, left, with Sam Suhler of the 


County library. 


“First, I started janitor work at the J .&S 
Oleander store. And my brother 
George was a tailor, and time to time 
I would go and help my brother with 
his work, and have more jobs. And 
gradually I learned to be a tailor from 
my brother. . . When the war started 
(World War I) my brother wanted me 
to enlist. . . At one point, | want to tell 
you, that the day I was supposed to 
be going to train for the military was 
April 1st — April Fool's Day — Daylight 
Saving Time started, and I forgot to 


NEST 
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Near East School of Theology Graduates at 


dents are (r. to !.) 


Tanelian, from the Catholicosate of 


The Near East School of Theology ef 
Beirut, Lebanon held its canines 
ment service on Sunday, June , 
1983. Four of the nine graduates nee 
Armenians, namely, Krikor A. nea 
shajekian, Arpine Mahs i is 
Father Anoushavan Terkem Tater ' 
all three earning Master of Divinity e- 
grees, and Meguerditch Karakozian, a 
Bachelor of Theology Degree. - 

It is most heartwarming to know tha 
at present there are five more seminary 
students who are being trained at the 


i : Youmshajekian, 
Keiko 2 Antilias an 


De ‘ x 
Oral History Program of the Fresno 


change the time so I was one hour 
late. Everyone had gone to the train 
and I wasn’t with them. So | went to 
the Courthouse and they told me, 
‘you're too late to run to the depot. ] 
ran and I was among the others. 


In answer to the interviewer's remark: 
“But you almost got left because you 
were an hour behind time,” Mr. Zip- 
per stated: 


“That's a day I won't 
Mr. Zipper is a man Ww 


forget forever!” 
ho has ordered 


Pa alta 


mencement Service. The Armenian stu- 
yi Mabhshigian, Fr. Anoushavan Torkom 
d Meguerditch Karakozian (2nd from left). 


NEST for pastoral ministry in the Middle 
East. vay 
Contrary to the prevailing opinion in 
some church circles, the ministerial 
candidates for the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches are on the rise in both number 
and quality of educational training. In 
the United States, we now have five 
ministerial candidates attending various 
theological schools in this country. Two 
AMAA supported seminary students in 
the United States who graduated in 
June 1983 with M. Div. degrees were 
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his life systematically. Desirous of mak- 
ing sure that his charitable works may 
continue perpetually, he increased a 
Living Trust he had with the AMAA of 
$20,000 to $100,000 by providing two 
checks of $40,000 each to be added to 
his Trust Fund. He will be receiving the 
annual income of his Living Trust 
throughout his life-time and at his 
demise the annual income will be used 
for five different projects that he has 
enumerated in a contractual agreement. 
The AMAA will be faithful in the invest- 
ment of this money. While Aram was 
only receiving 5 or 5¥/2 percent on his 
savings, the AMAA will be able to return 
at least twice as much yield on the prin- 
cipal of his Trust. Aram has also given 
generously to the AGBU, the Armenian 
Evangelical Union, especially for Arme- 
nian alphabet blocks, and many com- 
munity charitable projects. 

Aram, you make life interesting. You 
charm the neighborhood children with 
your capacity to teach them the pass- 
word, “Izkantcheli;” you are yourself “Iz- 
kantcheli!” We in the AMAA circles — 
Board members, officers and staff — 
salute you and pledge to perpetuate 
your charitable wishes. 


ADUATES FOUR ARMENIAN STUDENTS 


Our future leadership — the Armenian stu- 
dents of the Near East School of Theology 
with the Rev. Hagop Sagherian (4th from 
right), chairman of the Central Committee 
of the Union of the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches in the Near East. 


Ron Tovmassian from Fuller Theologi- 
cal Seminary and Ara Guekguezian 
from Princeton Theological Seminary. 
These two young men are now ready to 
serve in our churches in the U.S. Within 
the next two years at least two more 
U.S. youth will be ready to enter into 
Pastoral ministry. 


LUTHER H. BOSNIAN OF CARMEL 


Luther Bosnian 


It is a long way from Aintab of Turkish 
Armenia to Carmel in Monteray Bay for 
Aintab-born Luther Bosnian who re- 
sides at the Carmel Valley Manor. He is 
the only Armenian living in the Manor 
where there are some 150 private 
house units occupied by independent 
senior citizens with all their physical 
needs met by the condominium style 
corporation. For all I know, he may be 
the only Armenian in Carmel Valley it- 
self, 

About 600,000 or at the most one 
million Armenians in the United States 
are spread all over this country and 
those traveling extensively come across 
Armenians in unusual and quite often 
solitary places, similar to the case of 
Bosnian. When one considers that the 
land area in the United States is about 
three and one-half million square miles, 
a simple division would indicate that the 
density of Armenian population would 
be about 1 in every 5 square miles or 1 
in every 3 square miles at the most. 

In view of such dispersion, we believe 
visits and methods of communication 
with Armenians so spread out is a min- 
istry. The Executive Director’s visit to 
Mr. Luther S. Bosnian in mid-June as a 
matter of fact provided dual inspiration 
both to the host and guest. 

Like all Armenians, Mr. Bosnian has 
a good story and a very interesting one. 

Born before the 1896 massacres in 
Aintab, Luther reached the shores of 
this free country in 1911, just 3 years 
before the first World War. Having ar- 
rived in New Haven he attended Yale 
University between 1912-1916, obtain- 
ing his Bachelor ‘Degree in Engineering. 
Asked why he immigrated, he ex- 
plained, “My mother, who along with 
the family had witnessed numerous 
massacres of Armenians by the Turks, 
said firmly, ‘Let us save at least one per- 


— G.H. Chopourian 
son from the family, let him go to the 
United States.’ She thus encouraged my 
immigration to the United States.” Un- 
fortunately, Luther's parents became 
victims of the 1915 massacres but 
another sister, Vahide, now deceased, 
was also saved by immigration to the 
United States. Her children, Jake and 
John Bosnian, live in Los Angeles cur- 
rently. 

His attitude towards work was willing- 
ness to work hard and readiness to be 
faithful to the employers, with a deter- 
mination to give of his best. As a student 
he worked at jobs in the summer for 10 
cents an hour, finally ending up in the 
Winchester factory which made shells 
for Russians. Continuing his search for a 
job in line with his Mechanical Engineer- 
ing preparation, he was employed by 
Westinghouse. Between 1917 and 
1920 he worked in the Engineering 
Corps of the United States Army, 
being discharged in 1920. After the 
war, he obtained a consultant position 
with Chain Belt Co. and was soon up- 
graded to a regular company position, 
specially because the President of Chain 
Belt Co. had learned that Luther would 
be leaving for another job. Luther 
worked at Chain Belt Co., which later 
became Rexnord, for 30 years, retiring 
in 1961. He was in charge of the 
manufacturing side of factory work but it 
was not very long before he became 
one of the company Directors. He was 
instrumental in building up the strength 
of the factory which manufactured 
guns: 105 Howitzers; 105 Long Toms 
(26-foot long barrel). In those days, 
Rexnord excelled companies like West- 
inghouse, General Electric and others. 

He recollects how in those War days, 
he worked 7 days a week doing 2 out of 
3 shifts each day. The pressure of the 
work ultimately brought him down with 
illness, but thank the Lord, his health 
was restored and he is enjoying his 
retirement. Reminiscing about the War 
days he says, “I hope we'll never see 
those days again.” Luther was also in- 
strumental in calling in 1948 or 1950 
Bob Krikorian, another Yale man, to 
serve in the company. Mr. Krikorian is 
now the President of Rexnord. 

Mr. Bosnian is a member of the Mil- 
waukee Grand Avenue Congregational 
Church even though he is in Carmel. 
During his active years in the church he 
was head usher. He is a contributing 
member of the United Armenian Con- 
gregational Church and member and 


MINISTER 
TO UNION APPOINTED 


The Executive Secretary of the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Union of North America 
(AEUNA), Dr. Peter Doghramji, an- 
nounced the Rev. Harry Missirlian has ac- 
cepted the call of the AEUNA Executive 
Council to serve as Minister to the Union 
effective September 1, 1983. Officially 
retired in 1982 from the active ministry 
as Pastor of the Pilgrim Armenian 
Evangelical Church in Fresno, he has 
been serving as the Interim Pastor of 
Calvary Armenian Evangelical Church 
in San Francisco and, more recently, 
was honored as the Pastor Emeritus of 
Pilgrim Church. 

Rev. Missirlian was one of the original 
planners for the merger in 1971 of the 
East and West parent Unions into the 
AEUNA of which he was the first Mod- 
erator. He has been totally committed 
to the Christian ministry and the service 
of the Armenian people. His heart has 
always been with the youth — that is 
why he is always so young and full of 
energy. He has been an educator ever 
since he began teaching at the Imman- 
uel Armenian Evangelical School in 
Aleppo, Syria, in 1933. In 1935 he en- 
tered the Near East School of Theology 
and the American University of Beirut 
and graduated from both in 1940 with 
high honors. Thereupon, he served as a 
Youth Director strengthening the 
Christian Endeavor Societies in Syria 
and Lebanon. He also served as Profes- 
sor at Aleppo College, Syria. 

Although his primary responsibility is 
to raise funds and strengthen the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Foundation, he has 
also been charged to serve as the pastor- 
counselor to the churches and pastors 
of the Union. This is in line with the 
Union’s resolve to have a_ full-time 
executive position similar to that of the 
Conference Minister in the United 
Church of Christ. His special training in 
counseling and his long years of pastor- 
al, educational, and administrative ex- 
perience are among the many gifts that 
he brings to this office. 


nnn 
supporter of the AMAA for many years 


with his interests centered on the Child 
Education Sponsorship Program and 
Haigazian College. 

To meet, to learn, to share and to feel 
the warmth of an Armenian in a secluded 
place is an experience to be cherished. 
Luther, thank you for granting us the 
privilege of visiting you and filling our 
hearts with pride for what you have 
dane what vou have been. and are. 


CATHOLICOS KAREKIN II VISITS 
AMAA HEADQUARTERS 


His Holiness Karekin II with A 
Director, Dr. G.H. Chopourian. 


The AMAA was pleased to receive 
news from the Prelacy of the Armenian 
Apostolic Church of America that dur- 
ing his planned pontifical tour of the Ar- 
menian communities of the VU. His 
Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of the 
Great See of Cilicia, desired to visit the 
AMAA Headauarters on Monday, June 
6, 1983. The distinguished visitor a 
his entourage were welcomed to se 
beautifully decorated, Head a es 
that by Dr. George Bezirganic’ > j 
dent, and the Rev. Dr. G.H. Chopour 
i Executive Director © 
er a personal friend of the Catholicos. 


i h was deliv- 
A formal welcoming ean AMAA 


ered by the Rev. S. K. Sulani 
Board Member, who paid tribute to Fe 
Holiness as a courageous a es 
shepherd who successfully led i ee 
during the dark days of the civi i 
Lebanon. In a_ short oes me 
Catholicos praised the hak oe sa 
Armenian Evangelical Churc eH 
many services to the Armenian P a 
“We do not nurture any alienatio La 
ward our Evangelical Brett a 
the Catholicos and pointed out f alae 
Apostolic and the Evangelical C 7 - 

are two dimensions of the ee Son 
He highlighted the firm coopera - ai 
developed between the Apostoll 8 
the Evangelical Churches onan ee 
civil war in Lebanon and es es 
such cooperation strenghened e : 
menian community and ana 

other ethnic groups who regard the Ar- 
menians as an exemplary community 


MAA President, Dr. George Bezirganian 


(right) and Executive 


i derator 
Rev. Bernard Guekguezian, Mo 
athe ‘AEU.NA, greeting His Holiness at the 
entrance of the AMAA Headquarters. 


Spouses of AMAA Board Members and Vol- 
unteer friends of nee : 

i strong spirit of unity. 
ee Prasiderite and past and cur- 
rent members of the AMAA Board in 
the greater New York and New Jersey 
areas attended the reception and some 
60 guests partook of a rich layout of 
refreshments prepared and served by 
the spouses of Board members and 
close friends of the AMAA. 
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RETIRED MINISTERS 
AND MINISTERS’ 
WIDOWS HONORED 


An unprecedented Recognition Ban- 
quet honoring the retired Armenian 
Evangelical Ministers and Ministers’ 
Widows was held at the United Arme- 
nian Congregational Church of Holly- 
wood, California on Saturday, May 14, 
1983. The Banquet, which was jointly 
sponsored by the AMAA and the AEU- 
NA, was attended by close to 400 grate- 
ful believers who paid tribute to 19 
retired ministers and 21 ministers’ 
widows who had served the Lord in and 
through Armenian Evangelical Church- 
es in different parts of the world. The list 
of the honorees included the: 

Rev. Avak Avakian, Sarnia, Canada 
Rev. Hagop Chakmakjian, Fresno, CA 
Rev. Sarkis Consulian, Pasadena, CA 
Rev. Nishan Hachian, S. Francisco, CA 
Rev. H. Hampartzoumian, L.A., CA 
Rev. Hovey Hovagimian, Oakland, CA 
Rev. Nerses Khachadourian, L.A., CA 
Rev. Mihran Keoroghlian, Redlands, CA 
Rev. G. Diran Minassian, S. Barbara, CA 
Rev. Harry Missirlian, Fresno, CA 
Rev. Mardiros Marganian, L.A., CA 
Rev. Youhanna Mugar, Claremont, CA 
Rev. Sarkis Papajian, Fresno, CA 
Rev. Asadour Sadakian, S. Francisco 
Rev. Vahram Salibian, Rochester, NY 
Rev. Khachig Sarian, Upper Darby, PA 
Rev. Senekerim Sulahian, N.Y. NY: 
Rev. Garabed Tilkian, L.A., CA 
Rev. Youhanna Toro, Pasadena, CA 
and 
Mrs. Zarouhi Adjemian, Rochester, NY 
Mrs. Parouhi Agbabian, L.A., CA 
Mrs. Aznive Apkarian, L.A., CA 
Mrs. Zarouhi Antreasian, Chicago, IL 
Mrs. Grace Avazian, L.A., CA 
Mrs. Alice Baliozian, Pasadena, CA 
Mrs. Marie Bedikian, Leonia, NJ 
Mrs. Theodore Daghlian, Indiana 
Mrs. Maritza Depoyan, Providence, RI 
Mrs. Ann Georgizian, Providence, Rl 
Mrs. Necdar Gurlekian, L.A., CA 
Mrs. Gaida Hadidian, Princeton, Nd 
Mrs. Helen Hadidian, San Jose, CA 
Mrs. Rose Hadidian, West Virginia 
Mrs. Ann Kalfayan, Jew Jersey 
Mrs. Vartkes Keshishian, S. Francisco 
Mrs. Anita Khachadurian, California 
Mrs. Beatrice Levonian, L.A. CA 
Mrs. Ann Mackitar, Westchester, NY 
Mrs. Verjin Renjilian, Troy, NY 
Mrs. Maritza Yeramian, California 
Gratitude is a divine grace, and we 
praise God for this beautiful demonstra- 
tion of gratefulness for the labors and 
sacrifices of the honorees. 


NEW ENDOWMENT FUND 
ESTABLISHED 


Rahel and Osanna Makanian 


An anonymous donor from 
chusetts has turned over to the (one 
nian Missionary Association of America 
100 shares of Mobil Oil stocks and re- 
quested that a fund be established in 
memory of donor’s Mother and Aunt to 
es the “Rahel and Osanna 

ian Missio Gg 
a alg nary Fund.” The donor 
The donor, outlining the purpose of 
the use of the income and future ar- 
rangements writes: “Following my Moth- 
ers death I made my Will and adhered 
to my Mother’s strict wishes to donate 
5 money to foreign Missions to exhalt 
the name of our-tisen Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, in foreign lands. In this 
connection | am happy to inform you 
that after my death the fund will receive 
annually certain percentage income 
from my Estate known as ‘Rahel and 
Osanna Makanian Missionary Fund (of 
Aintab Turkey)’ and which amounts 
must be added annually to augment the 
olag oe the 100 Mobil annually and 
etually. . . i i 
Ps if ie care of inflation/ 

The donor’s grandfather, Nazar Mak- 
anian, better known as Makan Nazar 
was trained for the ministry under the 
very first American Missionaries like 
Azaria Smith and others. He supervised 
the construction of the first church of 
Aintabl and became its pastor. 

This anonymous donor has complied 
well with one of the Ten Command- 
ments: “Honor thy father and thy moth- 
er.” God be praised! 


CALVARY ARMENIAN 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
DEDICATES NEW SANCTUARY 


On Sunday June, 9, 1983, the Cal- 


vary Armenian Congregational Church 
of San Francisco dedicated its newly- 
built sanctuary at 725 Brotherhood Way 
in San Francisco. The event was attend- 
ed by a large congregation of members 
and friends of the Calvary church as 
well as clergy and lay representatives 
from the Armenian churches in the 
area. The service which featured an in- 
spiring program was jointly led by the 
Interim Minister and a number of lay 
leaders of the church. Other participants 
in the order of the service included two 
former ministers of the church; the of- 


The Newly-dedicated Sanctuary of the Cal- 


vary Armenian Congregational Church of 
San Francisco. 


ficial representative of U.C.C.; the 
Moderator of the AEUNA; and the Exe- 
cutive Director, Dr. G. H. Chopourian, 
who represented the AMAA, led the 
litany of Dedication at the dedication 
service. The AMAA, pursuant to its 
policy of encouraging also the ministry 
of the Armenian Evangelical Churches 
in North America, in addition to a sub- 
stantial contribution, also provided a 
sizable long term, low interest loan to 
the Calvary church for the building of its 
Armenian style Sanctuary. 


ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 
RESOLUTION REFERRED TO 
THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF 
UCC 


By the initiative of the First Armenian 
Church of Belmont, Mass., Rev. Vartan 
Hartunian, Pastor, a Resolution regard- 
ing the Armenian Genocide was adopt- 
ed by the Massachusetts Conference of 
the United Church of Christ. A similar 
resolution proposed by the Armenian 
Congregational Church of Salem, New 
Hampshire, was adopted by the New 
Hampshire Conference. The proposals 
were reviewed in Committee of the 
UCC General Synod and the Synod, 
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convened for June 25-28, in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, referred the proposed 
Resolution to its Executive Council for 
further deliberation. 

The Executive Council of the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Union of North Amer- 
ica, at one of its recent meetings, ap- 
pointed a Task Force of four members 
to study the matter of the Armenian 
Genocide Proposal and present a reso- 
lution at the 7th General Assembly of 
the Union in June, 1984. 

The actions taken by the Executive 
Council of the AEUNA and the General 
Synod of the UCC indicate recognition 
of the efforts of the Rev. Hartunian and 
others in bringing the vital matter of the 
Armenian Genocide to the attention of 
ecclesiastical bodies and the non- 
Armenian public in general. 


ANNUAL JULY 4TH PICNIC 
A SUCCESS 


Despite the extremely warm weekend 
and the scorching sun, a large crowd 
close to 350 members and friends of the 
AMAA attended our traditional July 4th 
picnic which was organized by the Pub- 
lic Affairs Committee. Those in attend- 
ance, who included members and 
friends from as distant places as Phila- 
delphia, Pa. and South New Jersey, en- 
joyed not only a restful day of fellow- 
ship, but also the traditional Armenian 


Public Affairs Committee Members and Vol- 
unteers. 


shish kebab dinner which has now be- 
come the main attraction of the annual 
event. Sincere thanks to Mr. Danny 
Kurkjian, Chairman of the Public Affairs 
Committee, and to the many volunteers 
who in their love for the AMAA are al- 
ways ready to give of their time and 
energy for the success of public events. 


RON TOVMASSIAN ACCEPTS 
CALL TO SERVE MEMORIAL 
CHURCH 


Through a recent communication, 


A 


Ron Toumassian with UACC youth 


the Armenian Memorial Church of 
Watertown, Mass. announced that the 
Church has extended a call to Mr. Ron 
Tovmassian of Downey, Calif. and he 
has accepted to become the minister of 
the Memorial Church effective Sep- 
tember 1983. 

Mr. Tovmassian, son of past AMAA 
Executive Secretary, the Reverend Ed- 
ward Tovmassian, graduated from the 
Fuller Theological Seminary with an 
M. Div. degree in June 1983. After his 
ordination, which is to be held on Aus. 
15, 1983, Ron and his wife Renee will 
leave for Watertown, Mass. to com 
mence their ministry at the Memorial 
Church. 

The AMAA Board of Directors eX- 
tend their heartiest congratulations to 
the Armenian Memorial Church and to 
Mr. Ron Tovmassian for the happy ah 
rangements, prayerfully wishing tha 
God will bless their life and ministry to- 
gether for the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


SOCIAL SERVICE CENTER 
ASSISTS IN BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT FOR 
IMMIGRANTS 


The AMAA supported ai 
Evangelical Social Service oA Pike 
Hollywood, Ca., jointly with t ; : 
national Institute of Los a peas 
sponsoring the newly-opene Be 
nian Business Development a 
non-profit agency, to assist in wi gt 
opment of new businesses an jo rad 
portunities for the Armenian ee ie 
in the Los Angeles area. The establis 
ment of the Business Center was ae 
nounced on April 15, 1983 by cake 
David Roberti who was instrumenta - 
securing State CETA funds which ma : 
the Center's services possible. Locate 
at 5250-Santa Monica Blvd., at the 


heart of the growing Armenian com- 
munity of Hollywood, the Center offers 
special services which include business 
counselling on financing, taxes and 
licenses, marketing analysis, and ad- 
vertising, as well as seminars and pub- 
lications. With this new involvement in 
the development of small business and 
job opportunities, the AESSC adds a 
new dimension to its ever expanding 
services which aim at meeting the vital 
needs of the immigrant Armenians in 
the Los Angeles Area. Since its incep- 
tion in 1977, the Center has served 
over 11,000 ‘immigrants who _ have 
benefited from this unique outreach of 


the AMAA. 


HRANT GUZELIAN GIVES 
CONCERT IN FRANCE 


Mr. Hrant Guzelian, the former 
Director of the AMAA sponsored Is- 
tanbul Youth Home in Turkey, recently 
gave a vocal performance In Marseilles, 
France where he settled in 1982 after 
his imprisonment and release by the 


Hrant Guzelian 


Turkish authorities. Mr. Guzelian, a well 
know baritone in the Armenian and 
Christian circles of Turkey, has been a 
soloist of the Istanbul Conservatory 
Choir for many years. His recent Mar- 
seilles Concert which was sponsored by 
the Association Pour La Connaissance 
De La Musique Classique featured clas- 
sical works and liturgical chants from 
Armenian and European musicians. 


UACC HOLDS MISSION 
BANQUET 


The Missions and Outreach Commit- 
tee of the United Armenian Congre- 


11 


gational Church held an AMAA benefit 
banquet on March 19. The Banquet 
program was enriched with speakers, 
Dr. Joyce Philibosian Stein and Dr. 
Daniel Abdulian and with Hrant Ag- 
babian as master of ceremonies. The 
fine music rendered by Hagop Nazar- 
ian, Ani Kilaghbian, sisters Gasia and 
Janna Saatjian, and the Hope Singers, 
received a resounding note of apprecia- 
tion by the audience. 

Dr. Stepan Merjanian took over the 
position as chairman of the Missions 
and Outreach Committee when Eva 
Shahinian moved to Fresno. In spite of 
many commitments, Dr. Merjanian is 
cheerfully and capably carrying on his 
responsibilities as the leader of the Mis- 
sionary activities of the UACC. 


DAN SARIAN SERYES WITH 
CAMPUS LIFE 


Dan Sarian, a graduate of Shanan- 
doha College and Conservatory of 
Music, is the first paid Director of Cam- 
pus Life in Winchester, Va. Sarian, 24, 
organizes _ trips, monthly meetings, 
theme parties and goes to almost any 
length to get teenagers to hear the word 
of God. Campus Life, a division of the 
Wheaton, Illinois based Youth for Christ 
Ministry, involves more than 16,000 
high school students Nationwide. 


TESTIMONIAL BANQUET 
HONORS FORMER AMAA 
PRESIDENTS JOHN KEYISHIAN 
AND VAHE ROUBIAN 


Past AMAA Presidents John Keyish- 
ian, rug dealer, and Vahe Roubian, 
D.D.S., were honored at a special tes- 
timonial banquet given by the Etchmia- 
dzin Lodge of the Knight of Vartan. The 
banquet, which was held on Saturday, 
June 18, 1983, at the Armenian Holy 
Martyrs’ Church Hall, was attended by 
about 180 members and friends of the 
Etchmiadzin Lodge, who also paid tri- 
bute to Mr. Joe Chorbajian of New 
York, N.Y. 

John and Vahe and their co-honoree 
were cited for their valuable contribu- 
tions to Armenian community life in 
greater New York. All the speakers at 
the banquet highlighted the outstanding 
professional achievements as well as the 

dedication of the honorees to the pur- 
poses of the Brotherhood. 


LETTERS TO THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


FORGIVNESS FOR THE TURKS? 
Dear Rev. Chopourian: 


Having read some articles in the 
AMAA NEWS I wanted to express my 
opinion regarding the attitude of born 
again, regenerated Christians, towards 
the Turks. In order to forgive the Turks 
for what they have done to the Arme- 


nians, should we wait for them to ask 
our forgiveness? 


Both Jesus on the cross and Stephen 
while being stoned, prayed, “Forgive 
them for they know not what they do.” 
They did not wait to be asked and could 
not wait. Surely God did not forgive the 
Killers until they personally asked for- 
Giveness but Jesus left us an example 
showing that nothing blocked his rela- 
tionship with God. Jesus and Stephen 
showed us that they had no resentment 


or hatred towards the killers in their 
hearts. 


I remember my father saying that 
when he was sent to a very rich but 
Christian man in England, years ago, to 
explain the plight of the Armenians and 
what the Turks had done to them, he 
expected the Englishman to say, “Poor 
Armenians,” but instead he has said, 


ae Turks, they didn’t know any bet- 
er. 


Jesus is our example. What should be 
the attitude of the Armenians if they are 
true believers? God has allowed the Ar- 
menians to be scattered. Doesn’t He ex- 
pect us to forgive and be His ambas- 
sadors in proclaiming His love and sal- 
vation to mankind. What a privilege we 
have if we can use it well. 


Ellen Sagherian 
Beirut, Lebanon 


Editor’s Note: We have no objection 

to stated position. It is ideal. Forgiveness, 

howbeit, is a personal matter. Unasked 
forgiveness is God-like, hence a great 
witness. But an individual's forgiveness 
has limited value in solving community 
and national problems. My forgiveness 
for the Turk, for instance, has not done 
any good to the Turkish population. 
The Turk needs to understand the 
dynamics of corporate and national re- 
sponse to the injustice perpetrated. 
Otherwise you and |, as forgivers, can’t 
effectively reach 46 million Turks in a 
country which prohibits open christian 
witness. Just before World War I, the 


® 


ratio of the christian population to the 
total Turkish population was about 33 
percent; today, it is one-tenth of one 
percent. 


DIALOGUE WITH THE TURKISH 
GOVERNMENT 


Dear Mr. Chopourian: 


This is to express my reaction to your 
article in the April issue _of the AMAA 
Journal, “Will There Be An End?” 

I'think your suggestion for the crea- 
tion of a national committee to plan for 
a dialogue or conversation with the 
Turkish Government is a very good sug- 
gestion and | hope you will be able to 
implement it. 


As one who was born in Aintab 
(1920) and brought to America in 
1921, I learned about the experiences 
of the Armenian people, my people, 
and my family, on my father’s knee and 
my mother’s lap. | cringe and begin to 
feel anger when | hear the Turkish 
Government deny that the massacres 
ever took place. I shudder when our 
own government and newspaper articles 
refer to “alleged” atrocities. At the same 
time, I deplore and detest the actions of 
the Armenian terrorists who must be- 
lieve that they gain vengeance and just- 
ice by shooting Turkish officials. They 
gain neither! They serve only to per- 
petuate animosity and hatred, and I 
doubt that they advance an understand- 
ing of or good will toward the Armenian 
cause. 


I agree with your beliefs that continu- 
ing conflict hurts both sides. An official 
recognition by the Turkish Government 
of the past crimes of that Government 
against the Armenian people, coupled 
with forgiveness, will at least set the re- 
cord straight and will show all the 
people of the world that nations, just as 
individuals, can have a conscience, can 
acknowledge grave errors and sins, can 
resolve to “turn a new leaf,” can be un- 
derstanding, can overcome hatred, can 
be forgiving and thereby maintain honor 
and provide for the world some few 
guidelines for brotherhood and peace. 


May you have success in this most 
emotional matter. 


Hrayr Terzian 
Castro Valley, Calif. 


Editor’s Note: We believe our pub- 
lication is seen and reviewed by 
Turkish authorities. Unfortunately, we 
have had no word of encouragement to 
pursue our line of thought towards a 
solution. 


HADUNDIR BADMUVATZKNER 


Dear Rev. G. H. Chopourian: 

After having read the “Hadundir Bad- 
muvatzkner’ once, and some of the 
stories in it two or three times, I found 
the book written in exceptionally good 
Armenian and each of the stories to 
have a moral value for the reader. 

What is interesting to me is the fact 
that Mr. Jedidian was my classmate for 
a number of years, and we graduated in 
1903 from “American Missionary” high 
school in Sivas. I knew him well and 
visited him at his “Gotchnag” office in 
New York. Some of the facts I learned 
from this book concerning his private 
life and his willingness to sacrifice to 
help the needy, render the book of much 
more value. So for “Hadundir Badmu- 
vatzkner” I thank the: memory of Jedid- 
ian, A.M.A.A., Hradarakchagan Han- 
tznakhoomp and Rev. Chopourian, 

Very Sincerely, 
D. Nishan, Laguna Hills, CA. 


SPECIAL NOTICE 


From time to time individuals on 
AMAA mailing lists indicate they are not 
interested in receiving certain types of 
literature sent from the Associations’ of- 
fices, and ask to stop such mailing. If 
you are one of those who has made this 
request and find you are still receiving 
literature, please note that since we do 
not have a computerized mailing sys- 
tem, we find it more costly to search the 
error (which is likely due to misfiling) 
than to continue mailing. Therefore, 
please bear with us until we catch the 
“misfile”; in the meantime perhaps you 
might pass on the literature to a friend 
or discard it. Thank you for understand- 
ing. 

THE AMAA STAFF 
a 
IF YOU CAN GIVE US THE NAMES 
AND ADDRESSES OF SOME OF 
YOUR FRIENDS WE WILL BE HAP- 
PY TO MAIL OUR NEWS LETTERS 
TO THEM. 


Chopourian’s busy schedule included enc 
the dedication service of the new church building 


EXECUTIVE DIR. ON CALIFORNIA BUSINESS TRIP 


ecutive Director, G.H. Chopourian, was in California conducting AMAA business. Dr. 
his attendance at the AEUNA Executive Council Meeting, representation of the AMAA at 
of the Calvary Armenian Congregational Church of San Francisco, if well as 
dealing witha number of endowment and trust fund-related mars wih ror ETS jor ving Sus forthe 
AMAA nppotie of the mia aie gout for three new trust arrangements a being negotiated with major 
donors. A few of the contacts made by the Executive Director during his California trip appear below. 


From June 7 through 21, the Ex 


— left to right: The Reverends Abraham Chaparian, 
n, Rev. Dr. Krikor Halebian and Habib Alajaji. CACC 


T ne J Ar menian Evange n T t! T [e) T h mini ters O, Greater Los Angeles 
i i h ho d Chu Cc 1S of 
lical a d B otne: : : : 7 ee 


: i. Norair Melidonia 

nn; i Matosian, Vartkes Kassount, : ae ident of t 
Lahore ih Me Levon Silian (left). Dr. li Vani VW, eek 
Chopouitian with Norman Aslan (left) and Mr. Askanaz Mackitatiaic) irae 


Mrs. D. Nishan of Laguna Hills, CA, generous 
e AMAA and tireless workers on behalf 
ent cerebral hemorrhage. 


. . d 
- Mrs. Chpourian with Mr. an 
ve eh CA, who are strong believers in th 


i Ca 
i th Mr. Luther Bosnian of 
co a a, CA who has successfully recuperated from a rec 


ian 
supporters of the AMAA; Mr. and Mrs. Casper eres ie 
of the Association; the Rev. G. Diran Minassian © 


FIELD DIRECTOR COMPLETES CHURCH VISITATIONS 


: yin Washington D.C. and environs, the Field Director, Mr. M.B. Janbazian, com- 
constituenc 


With his recent visit with out consULSEOS9 621 year, During the past eight months, Me ore oe of the AMAA. He 
pleted his field work itinerary = s to brief members and friends on ee aaa we Aonie the fraternal love and ane co- 
porting congregations an chap “i our supporting constituencies in different places and enjoy pio teeeeouanyiiflelenaeks 
said: “It was a real pleasure to se ders. But it was a special joy and a most eee me hear th ir words of support and en- 
operation of our pastors and ay pee places, get acquainted with them personally Shae Lies eb sae 
yet faithful eh ee sf Mr. Janbazian’s contacts during his recent field trips. 
couragement.” Below 


i SA 
hurch members with pastor Ardashes Kerbabian (1st left). Youngest Sunday School student of Euphrates 
chur 


F : i f srship: i . Mrs. Peggy Mate- 
bridge Armenian Evangelical Child Education Sponsorship; S.S. Superintendent 
Church, Providence, presen gn wager Paget of ‘AMAA Chapter Members and volunteers, Mr. Zenas Kevorkian (1st 


acher. iragi i he donation. 
i - Ara Shiragian, witness t 
fy ete and capable Treasurer of Providence AMAA Chapter. 
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HELP DISTRIBUTE 
BIBLES 


Hundreds of new immigrants are 
thirsty for the Word of God... 

You can be an evangelist to them 
from your livingroom... 


GIVE A SMALL 
PORTION OF YOUR 
FINANCIAL RESOURCE 
TO HELP SPREAD THE 
WORD OF GOD 


In this way you can win souls right 
from your living room. 


The AMAA has purchased hundreds 

of newly revised Bibles in the 

Armenian language in two sizes 

and different colors from the American 
Bible Society of the Near East. We have 
volunteer distributors of Bibles and they 
will help give wings to your desire to be 
an evangelist while at home. 


dust think of it!!! By merely , 
writing a check you can touch 
the lives of many of your 
compatriots. 


r 


bt 
Put your desire into positive action. 


BE A BIBLE DISTRIBUTOR IN 
ABSENTIA 


Mail this coupon t 
YES) cine 
I want to help spread the Word 
of God by providing Armenian 
Bibles to newly-arrived immi- 
grants through your distributors. 
I understand the inside cover will 
bear the donor's identification. 


Enclosed is my check of $ 
for. Bible(s) as follows: 


___Large Size@ $15.00 $ 
——Small Size @ $12.00 $____ 
——New Test. @ $ 6.50 $____ 
Name 

Address 

. City 
State/Zip 
Phone 
Mail your tax deductible check to: 
AMAA, 140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, New Jersey 07652 


bt] 


+ vuknwounna 


HELP 15-YEAR OLD VICKEN TO 
‘WALK AGAIN 


pio tacethe future ep 


YOU CAN GIVE BOTH TO 15-YEAR OLD 


ss moms 


-VICKEN BY YOUR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 


Oo 


In this way you can be a source of en- 
couragement to his father and mother 
(both undergoing psychological 
therapy) and four sisters. 


Vicken’s twin brother was killed in the 
Beirut War of 1977. In 1983 shrapnels 
damaged both legs — right was saved 
through surgery, left amputated. The 
Lebanon Government wor’t help as 

the family have Syrian identity papers. 
Family is extremely poor. The out- 
standing medical bills amount to $7,000. 


Consider this! If a child or grandchild of 
yours were in such a need would you 
not hope and expect that people should 
help? 


BE A RESCUER 


Use the coupon below to help us help Vicken. 


My prayer and my heart go out to the young man. 


Please find enclosed my check for §. to help Vicken walk. 


Name____ See aie Na ae, sa? aE 
(Nddressutsa tin ULL tai LU he 
City 
State/Zip. Uap iS OSL MARL La Tach al aA SR 
PG fie tae LU I EN eel AAO a SA OE ee a 


Mail your tax deductible check to: 


AMAA, 140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, New Jersey 07652 


NE ——————————— eee 


Vicken must start a new life and develop moral courage | 


| 
} 


| 
] 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


DAVID SHAKARIAN MEETS 
WITH PRESIDENT REAGAN 


David Shakarian, Chairman of the 
Board and Executive Officer of the Pitts- 
burgh-based General Nutrition Corpor- 
ation, and a generous supporter of the 
AMAA, recently spent a whole day in 
the nation’s capitol meeting with Presi- 
dent Reagan, Senators, Cabinet figures 
and other Washington dignitaries. 

At noon, Mr. Shakarian was the 
guest at a special luncheon held in 


Senator Howard Baker's Conference 
Room in the Capitol Building, where he 
also met with a number of Senators and 
Cabinet members. In the afternoon, Mr. 
Shakarian had a 20-minute meeting 
with President Reagan in the Oval Of- 
fice, where he recommended to Mr. 
Reagan to “get rid of the jelly beans” and 
use his Wilderness snack-pack instead. 

Mr. Shakarian, who is a respected 
and well-known philanthropist in Arme- 
nian and American circles, is the found- 
er of GNC stores, the first of which he 
opened in 1935 at the height of the 
Depression. GNC now has 1,100 retail 
outlets in the U.S. and Canada. 


ALICE ODIAN KASPARIAN 
HONORED BY KNIGHTS AND 
DAUGHTERS OF VARTAN 


On May 10, the members of the 
Greater Beste Knights and Daisier 
of Vartan paid tribute to Mrs. Alice : 
ian Kasparian of Watertown, Mass. a 
Woman Of The Year. Mrs. Odian Kas- 
parian, a long time and generous cs 
porter of the AMAA, was honored for 
her accomplishments in the profession- 
al, charitable, literary-and cultural fields 


Alice Odian Kasparian 
as well as her contributions to both the 
Armenian and American public. In ac- 
cepting a silver Revere Bowl as a 
momento, Mrs. Odian Kasparian ex- 
pressed thanks for the tribute and em- 
phasized the importance of preserving 
our Armenian cultural heritage. 


ED 
NEVART DOHANIAN HONOR 
FOR SERVICE TO CHURCH 
SCHOOL 


Miss Nevart Dohanian of Belmont, 
Mass., a long-time, faithful supporter of 
AMAA ministries, was honored by the 
First Armenian Church of Belmont, 
Mass. for her more than 50 years ‘ 
service to the Church School as a teac - 
er. The Reverend Vartan Homage 
the pastor of the Church, speaking ; 
Nevart during the worship ae 
Sunday, June 12, 1983 sal Nae 
dicated to our Lord an 
children. For overt 


taught and loved child 
kinderaaen class and in this way has 


prepared our children for the Christian 


es ee God for the dedication Ne 
service of Nevart whose pct seat 
involvement in the work of the 

an inspiration to many. 


TER KRAN, M. D. 
a ECTED PRESIDENT OF CRS 


EL 

alter Kran, M. D., a Life Mem- 
on faithful supporter of the AMAA, 
was recently elected as the President of 
the California Radiological Society. The 
CRS, which is comprised of 1,600 radio- 
logists, represents 12 percent of the radio- 
logists of the entire U.S. Congratula- 
tions and best wishes to Dr. Kran for 


many years of fruitful service. 
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GOLDEN ANNIVERSARIES 
CELEBRATED 


We wish to extend our heartiest con- 
gratulations to Mr. JOHN AND MRS. 
LOUISE CHAKMAKIAN of philadel- 
phia, Pa. and Tucson, Ariz. as well as 
DR. PUZANT AND MRS. BEATRICE 
HADIDIAN of Los Gatos, Calif., both 
couples generous supporters of the 
AMAA, who recently marked their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary with spe- 

ial family celebrations. 
“ihe bak fervent prayer that God will 
continue to bless the couples with health, 
happiness and His divine grace. 


at) ae a ay 


Louise and John Chakmakian (standing) 
Qnd and 5th from left with their daughter 
Jane Casey, 1st from left; son David with 
wife Marty, 3rd and 4th from left; and grand- 


children. 


Beatrice and Puzant Hadidian (standing) 3rd 
and 4th from left with daughter Eileen and 
husband Peter Tichenor, 1st and 2nd from 
left; grandchildren, Razmig and Katia; son 
John and his wife Aza, 1st and 2nd from 
right. Absent from picture is Mika, a grand- 
daughter. 


CHARLOTTE AND ELISE MERDINIAN ARMENIAN 
EVANGELICAL SCHOOL HOLDS FIRST 
GRADUATION CEREMONY 


On Saturday evening, June 25, 1983, approximately 
250 people attended the First Graduation Ceremony of The 
Charlotte and Elise Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School 
of Los Angeles at the United Armenian Congregational 
Church in Hollywood. The school, established by the joint 
efforts of the Armenian Missionary Association of America 
and the local Armenian Evangelical leadership, particularly 
those of The Reverend Vartkes Kassouni and Mrs. Alice 
Haig, in June of 1982, had successfully completed its First 
Academic Year with a student body of 30, and five students 

graduated from kindergarten. 
Upon entering the auditorium guests were greeted first by 
the attractive decorations which set the tone for the pro- 
gram. This began with a prayer by Rev. Abraham Chapar- 
ian. Mr. Sebu Tashjian, Master of Ceremonies, greeted the 
guests and stressed the singular significance of the occasion. 
He described the school as (1) The continuation of the Ar- 
menian tradition in the diaspora by establishing first the 
Church and then the School everywhere we are dispersed, 
(2) the absolute essential in protecting and projecting our 
national identity, and (3) the first Armenian Evangelical 
School in the United States of America. Mrs. Alice Haig, 
West Coast Vice President of the AMAA and Chairman of 
the School Board of Directors, introduced the members of 
the School Board and explained the circumstances of the 
naming of the school and introduced Miss Elise Merdinian, 
Benefactor, Mr. Hagop Loussararian acknowledged all the 
volunteer workers that had dedicated their time and talents 
during the school year. 

The students, individually and collectively, made two 
beautiful and excellent presentations which were emotion- 
ally uplifting to all present. Their message was clear, vibrant, 
and radiant - We are Armenian and will remain so. Mr. 
Daniel Albarian, the school Administrator, awarded the dip- 
lomas to the graduates. 

Mr. Tashjian, in his closing remarks, stated that this was 
an evening of “Happiness” and “Hope.” “Happiness” be- 


The Student Body of the Charlotte and Elise Merdinian Armenian 
Evangelical School with school staff. 


cause the Armenian Evangelical School was a reality in 
L.A., demonstrating its Commitment to provide for an Ar- 
menian, Christian, quality education to our children. And 
“Hope” because these children are the vital bridge between 
us and future Armenian Generations. The program con- 
cluded with the benediction of Rev. Berdj Djambazian. It 
was followed by a social hour in which the spirit of hope and 
happiness prevailed. 

You can help enhance the educational ministry of this first 
Armenian Evangelical School in the U.S. by establishing an 
endowment fund with the AMAA. The annual income from 
your fund will be used in your name to provide for the 
varied needs of the school. 

Simply use the form below to show us you want to be part 
of this new and worthwhile ministry of training Armenian 
youth to recognize and appreciate their own ethnic values. 
More importantly to grow spiritually so that their Christian 
Armenian heritage will continue with future generations, to 
the glory of God. 


Sa a 


| AM KEENLY INTERESTED IN THE LIFE AND WORK OF THE NEWLY ESTABLISHED ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL 
DAY SCHOOL. RECOGNIZING AND APPRECIATING THE ETHNIC AND CHRISTIAN VALUES TO BE TRANSMITTED 
TO YOUTH I WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIPATE IN EITHER ONE OR BOTH OF THE FOLLOWING WAYS: 


(1) lam enclosing check in the value of $ 


(2) I would like to start an Endowment Fund with a pledge of $ 


come of which only will be used for the ongoing work of the School. 


for Administrative Expenses Only. 


payable annually as an Endowment Fund the in- 


Name of Fund to. be Established 


Established By: 


Address: 


 —eeeeeeeeeeeee”—_—_—_—0”——0—CO NN me 


STE ETN Re Oe eA ee eee ee a een ee 


Please Note: Those who may wish to establish large endowed funds in Trust forms are encouraged to write to the AMAA 


Headquarters, 140 Forest Ave., Paramus, N.J. 07652. 


All contributions are tax-deductible. 
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OBITUARIES 


Sympathies extended: — The Board of Directors, the Executive Director, the Field Directors and the staff, all of 
whom are acquainted with the deceased, their families and relatives through the AMAA records, extend their sin- 
cere and deep sympathies to the immediate kin, relatives and friends of the deceased, whose obituaries, trans- 
mitted to the Editor by pastors, friends or relatives, are recorded below. 

‘Let not your heart be troubled,” said our Lord, “ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are 
many mansions . . . | go to prepare a place for you. . ., [ will come again, and receive you unto myself.” (Jo. 14:1-3). 


This is the hope by which we should all live. 


ALICE ADROUNY 
Submitted by Nell Johnston 


Mrs. Alice K. Adrouny, wife of Professor 
George Adrouny of Tulane University in 
New Orleans, and mother of Dr. Salpi Ad- 
rouny in Milwaukee, Mrs. Sonia (Ray) Russo 
in College Park, Md., and Dr. Adour Ad- 
rouny in Los Angeles, passed away in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, on May 23, 1983. Her 
granddaughter Jennifer Alison Russo, was 
born one day before her death. 

Mrs. Adrouny had been suffering from a 
severe case of rheumatoid arthritis during the 
past two years. The funeral services were 
held at the First Presbyterian Church in New 
Orleans, with the Reverend Dr. J. Wayte 
Fulton, dr. officiating. The following is the 
text of the tribute to Mrs. Adrouny delivered 
by Mrs. Nell Johnston, a longstanding mem- 
ber of the Church and a close friend. 

Alice Adrouny was born on June 14, 
1916, in Turkey. Her father, Yacoub Kara- 
manoukian, was a prominent businessman 
in the City of Aintab, and her Mother, Eb- 
rouhi, was the granddaughter of Adour 
Niziblian, a man well known among Ar- 
menians for his benevolences. Her family 
somehow survived the genocide and even- 
tually settled as refugees in the City of Alep- 
po in Syria. 

Alice grew up in Syria, © 
cation in Armenian elementary schools and 
at the American Seminary for Girls. By her 
own initiative, she learned to play the piano 
and the organ, and for a number of years she 
served as organist at the Church. She also 
served as a teacher in the elementary school 
run by the Church. 

d George A. Adrouny, 


In 1949 she marrie 
a pharmacist and a teacher at Aleppo Col- 


lege. Some six years after their marriage 
George came to the United States and spent 
four years away from his family in order to 
earn his Ph.D. In the summer of 1955, 
Alice, George and their three children, Sal- 
pi, Sonia and Adour were reunited in Atlan- 
ta, where George was serving as a member 
of the Emory University faculty. Subsequent- 
ly, in 1957, an appointment at Tulane Uni- 


btaining her edu- 


versity brought the family to New Orleans. 

The institution that best nurtured her love 

for people was the First Presbyterian Church 
which the family hand joined soon after their 
move to New Orleans. Alice gave herself un- 
stintingly to the Church, enthusiastically par- 
ticipating in various activities of the Women 
of the Church. In 1974 she was awarded the 
life-long membership of .the W.O.C. in re- 
cognition of her faithful services. She was 
also honored by being elected President of 
the W.O.C. during 1979-1981. 

Her enthusiasm was not limited to the 
Church. She participated in various activities 
of the Tulane University Faculty Wives. She 
was particularly active in the Tulane Univer- 
sity International Students’ Organization that 
provides host families for students coming 
from abroad. 

She also spent time among her Armenian 
kinsmen in this City, teaching the elderly 
ladies the elements of basic English, so that 
they might be able to manage on their own in 
their newly-adopted country. She was also 
the spirit behind the recent organization of 
the Armenian Association of Louisiana. 

With all these interests she managed to 
bring up three children who, by their profes- 
sional developments, have given a good ac- 
count of themselves. 

The most distinctive characteristic of Alice 
Adrouny was her loving and outgoing per- 
was always striving in her own 


sonality. She 
joy and cheer to the people 


way, to add 
around her. 
KISAG MOORDIGIAN 

Kisag Moordigian was born in Los Angeles 
on June 21, 1907 to Nazareth and Maritza 


Moordigian. 
ved in the U.S. Navy 


Kisag, who ser 
during World War II, was also a nurseryman 


in San Fernando Valley, raising azeleas. His 
parents were among the founders of The 
Gethsemane Armenian Congregational 
Church and he used his expertise to help his 
cousin, Peter, landscape the church grounds 
of UACC. He was married to the former 
Dean Peters and their home was blessed 
with four children: Linda Badurek, Nancy 
Howard, and twin boys, Kenneth and David. 
As a gourmet cook specializing in Chinese 
cooking, in addition to his native Armenian 
cooking, he loved to entertain. 

Kisag’s mother, Maritza, helped with the 
establishment of the Christian Medical Cen- 
ter Fund, first as a loan, then as a gift to the 
AMAA for an endowment fund for a clinic. 

Kisag passed away on May 25, 1983 and 
a memorial service was held at the Sylmar 
Ward Chapel of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints on Tuesday, May 31. It 
was conducted by Bishop John C. Sand- 
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berg. Interment was private at the Eternal 
Valley Memorial Park in Newhall, California. 

Kisag Moordigian is survived by his wife, 
Dean: four children; three grandchildren: 
Christopher, Channing and Theodore; sis- 
ters, Helen Babikian and Myrtle Mclver of 
Inio, Calif.; and brother, Richard Mordigan 
of Los Angeles. 


FLORA ISHKANIAN 

Mrs. Yeranouhie Levonian of Watertown, 
Mass., a faithful member of the AMAA, sub- 
mitted the following testimony concerning 
her sister, Flora Ishkanian. 

“My sister Flora, who was in a nursing 
home for two years, passed away quietly in 
her sleep at night at the age of 96. She was a 
real Christian woman who had served the 
Lord beginning from the old country where 
she taught Bible classes in Cairo, Egypt. She 
was a woman who prayed throughout her 
life for the salvation and well-being of all 
people. She just flew to heaven to join the 
heavenly angels and sing praises to our God 


eternally.” 


The AMAA Board of Directors extend 
their heartfelt condolences to the 
families of the deceased through the 
medium of the AMAA NEWS. 


*Mrs. Rosemarie William Kramer 


Miami, FL 
Mrs. Isabel Aznakian 
Pompano Beach, FL July 22, 1982 
Mr. Vahan Metchikian 
California 
Mrs. Emily Gazarian 
Montery Park, CA March 31, 1983 


Mr. Armen Ilanjian 


March 18, 1983 


California April 2, 1983 
Dr. Arsham Alemian 
Orleans, MA April 28, 1983 


*Mrs. Vartouhie Sivas 


Pasadena, CA May, 1983 
*Mr. Peter Keosaian 
Watertown, MA May, 1983 
Mr. George Demirjian 
Laguna Niguel, CA May 7, 1983 
Mr. John Hachigian 
Park Ridge, IL May 19, 1983 
*Mrs. Alice K. Adrouny 
New Orleans, LA May 23, 1983 
Mr. John J. Karabian 
Fresno, CA May 27, 1983 


Dr. Gregory Sarr 
Clifton Springs, NY May 28, 1983 

Levon “Deacon” Zenian 
Dearborn, MI 

Mr. Hmayak Bedrosian 
Montvale, Nd 


June 3, 1983 


July 19, 1983 


* Memorials were designated for AMAA. 


ADVANTAGES OF A 
REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST 


Estate planning is not exclusively concerned with the min- 
imization of death taxes, It is helpful to reduce legal expenses 
and avoid annoyance, restrictions and delays in the process 
called prubate, For example, if af individual leaves a net 
estate of $200,000, to be transferred in accordance with the 
terms of a Will, or by intestate succession if there is no Will 
and death occuis in 1983, the unified credit will exempt the 
estate from federal tax but there is still a significant death 
duty, which is probate administration. The executor of the 
estate would be entitled to a fee of about $5,000 and the at- 
torney a similar amount, plus extraordinary fees if unusual 
services are required. 


The transfer of the estate could have been facilitated and 
the costs largely eliminated through the use of a Revocable 
Living Trust. This device is a legal paper entity to which assets 
could have been transferred by the donor while alive, as dis- 
tinguished from an irrevocable living trust or a trust set up 
under the terms of a Will, Although the assets are no longer 
held in the name of an individual grantor they remain under 
the grantor's complet control. This is because the grantor 
retains the power to amend the terms of the trust, withdraw 
assets, or make any other changes, including the complete 
revocation of the instrument. 


In summary, although a Revocable Living Trust does not 
save estate or income taxes, it provides an arrangement 
whereby assets may quickly pass to beneficiaries without the 
delay, cost and publicity of probate administration. 


A cautionary note: it would be an error to assume that a 
Living Trust replaces the need for a Will. It very definitely 
does not. A Will is desirable if for no other reason than that 
some assets are typically excluded from a living trust, such 
8 personal property, checking, and small savings accounts. 
These items may be willed outright to beneficiarige or can be 
added to the trust by means of a “pour over” provision in the 
Will, 
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